
Panel Urges Simpler Procedures 
On Government Secrets, Access 

By R. Jeffrey Smith then-Defense Secretary Les Aspin, sudden wealth], we want a net that 

Washington Post staff Writer conducted virtually all of its work be- catches Joe,” the commission member 

fore last week’s arrest on espionage said. 

The CIA and Defense Department charges of a senior CIA official, Al- In a bow to public interest lobby- 
classifying information and devote drich H. Ames. Its principal assign- ists who contend the government 
far more attention to deciding who ment was to develop a consensus on has classified far too much informa- 
should have access to national se- how to ease the costly burden of tion, the commission urged the ad- 
crets, a government-appointed com- keeping secrets in a world seen as ministration to authorize the auto- 
mission of former intelligence and less riven by the sort of ideological matic declassification of most 
defense officials told the Clinton ad- conflict that gives rise to aggressive secrets within 25 years. Steven Af- 
ministration yesterday. espionage. tergood, a specialist on secrecy is- 

Noting that “recent history is re- The Ames arrest did not alter the sues at the Federation of American 
grettably all too rich in proof of the group’s basic support for relaxing Scientists, yesterday praised the 
damage that a single cleared person many security controls. But it idea as “a good beginning and a de- 
can cause,” the group urged that in- prompted chairman Jeffrey H. Smith parture from the conventional wis- 
vestigative functions of seven U.S. to list more prominently the group’s dom within defense and intelli- 
security organizations be melded in- recommendation that “renewed ef- gence,” favoring no automatic 
to a single new agency responsible forts must be made to strengthen our declassification, 
for reviewing who can see secrets. personnel security system” through Under the commission’s plan, nar- 

The aim would be to standardize better training of security officers, row exceptions to the 25-year de- 
access requirements and improve improved security reviews and expan- classification rule would be allowed 
the quality of background checks re- ded assistance programs for dis- for information that might jeopardize 
quired for the estimated 800,000 tressed government employees. a human intelligence source or cer- 

peopie cleared to see the most sensi- A section of the report recom- tain military capabilities. No such 
five national security data. “There mending continued use of polygraph rule now exists, and last year some 
are literally hundreds of different examinations to help catch spies was CIA and Defense Department offi- 
forms designed to establish clear- left largely unchanged by the com- cials protested a less demanding 
ance and access eligibility” now, the mission, despite the disclosure that draft proposal for automatic docu- 
group said in a a 157-page report Ames had passed two such exams, ment declassification after 40 years, 
given yesterday to CIA Director R. “The commission is concerned about In another potentially controver- 
James Wooisey and Defense Secre- overreliance on the polygraph,” but sial recommendation, the commis- 
tary William J. Perry. “concludes that with appropriate sion proposed to abolish the existing 

The group also recommended standardization, increased oversight system of classifying national securi- 
that the administration create a and training to prevent abuses, the ty documents as “confidential,” “se- 
powerful new subcommittee of the polygraph program should be re- cret,” “top secret” and “top secret- 
National Security Council to set poli- tained,” the report said. [codeword].” In its place would be a 

cy on security procedures. The sub- A member of the commission who simpler system with just two catego- 
committee would be charged with asked not to be named summarized ries: “secret” and “secret — con- 
implementing a series of proposed its conclusions as follows: “We’ve got trolled access.” 
reforms, including a reduction in our priorities wrong. We are spending This new approach would elimi- 
some requirements for physically far too much time and money on nate some of the myriad rules and 
protecting classified information. things that don’t contribute to securi- regulations associated with protect- 

Current secrecy requirements, ty,” such as maintaining documents ing an estimated 300 separate cate- 
the group said, constituted “overkill” inside locked safes within protected gories of the most sensitive govem- 
in the aftermath of the Cold War. buildings within rows of barbed wire. ment information, the report said. It 
Existing U.S. secrecy policymaking “We don’t spend much time at all 

was described as weak, unfocused worrying about the guy who stuffs ““ — —— — 

and frequently contradictory. documents in his pocket and walks 

The 10-member group, known as out the door. If some Joe is going 
the Joint Security Commission and ap- through a nasty, costly divorce or 
pointed last May by Wooisey and shows up with a Jaguar [indicating 




R. JAMES WOOLSEY 

... received report yesterday 

cited the complaint of a senior mili- 
tary officer that current safeguards 
require protecting what is, in effect, 
“every blade of grass on a baseball 
field. . . . [using 100 players], when 
only four persons to protect home 
plate would suffice.” 

The report, a copy of which was 
obtained by The Washington Post, re- 
counted many other security “horror” 
stories drawn from interviews with 
executives who work for defense con- 
tractors, including an instance in 
which the Department of Energy re- 
quired “discretionary” controls over 
information regarding an unspecified 
technology guarded by one of the mil- 
itary services with “deadly force." 

A White House official said the re- 
port reflected “an innovative and in- 
teresting approach,” adding that “we 
would like to see the reaction” of 
various agencies and departments 
before incorporating its suggestions 
in a new executive order on secrecy 
and classification. Smith is scheduled 
to present the report on Thursday at 
a hearing of the Senate Armed Ser- 
vices Committee. 



